KNARESBOROUGH  URBAN  DISTRICT 

COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH 


FOR  THE  YEAR 


1949 


by 

D.  D.  PAYNE,  M.D.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


/ 


https://archive.org/details/b29539055 


The  Health  Committee,  1949 


Chairman  of  the  Council : 
Councillor  £.  JACKSON,  D.C.M.,  J.P. 


Chairman 

Councillor  G.  A.  HOLC'H 

Vice-Chairman 

Councillor  W.  H.  BELL 

Councillor  B.  AYKROYD 
„ C.  COOPER 

„ Mrs.  M.  H.  DOBSON 

„ H.  T.  KNUTTON 

„ W.  E.  RICHARDSON 


l 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  o!  the 


Knaresborough 
Urban  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  information  and 
consideration  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1949. 

The  Report  this  year  has  been  divided  into  two  Sections, 
the  first  Section  dealing*  with  the  Health  and  Social  Circum- 
stances of  the  area,  and  the  second  Section  dealing  with  the 
Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District ; the  Sanitary 
Inspector  has  written  a foreword  to  the  latter  Section. 

I desire  to  acknowledge  the  assistance  I have  received 
from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee, 
and  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  work  of  Mr.  Jennings. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  D.  PAYNE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Health  Department, 

Knaresborough . 

July,  1950. 
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Public  Health  Staff,  1949 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH: 

D.  D.  PAYNE,  M.D.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

DEPUTY  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH: 

H.  O.  (M.  BRYANT,  M.B,,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H, 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR: 

W.  JENNINGS,  (MJS.I.A.,  M R.  San.I.,  A.MJ.P.C 
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General  Statistics. 


Area  (acres)  .... 


2,488 


Population  (mid-summer,  1949,  estimated  by  the 
Registrar-General)  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ••  ...  ...  ^54,097 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ^208 

Live  Births  I Males  Females 

Legitimate,  65  ) Legitimate,  63|fi~ 

Illegitimate,  6)  Illegitimate,  5/ 

Birth  Rate  (Live  births  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

population)  ... 

Still  Births  : Males  Females 

Legitimate,  4)^  Legitimate  2|g 

Illegitimate, 0)  Illegitimate  lj 

Still  Births — Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  Births 

Number  of  Deaths — Males  53,  Females  58  ... 

Death  Rate 


8,130 
2,440 
0 0 
0 0 
Total 

139 

17-1 

Total 

7 

47*9 

111 

13-7 


Corrected  Death  Rate  ..  ...  ..  ...  ...  12*5 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : Legitimate  5^  ^ 

Illegitimate  0/ 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  36 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  36 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  0-00 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  2 ...  Rate  0-25 

Deaths  from  other  Tuberculous  Diseases  1 ...  ,,  0T2 

Deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  Nil  ...  ,,  0‘00 

Deaths  from  Diphtheria  ...  ...  Nil  ..  ,,  0-00 

Deaths  from  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Nil  ...  ,,  0-00 

Deaths  from  Measles  ...  ..  ...  Nil  ...  ,,  0*00 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  ...  Nil  ...  ,,  0*00 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  Nil  ...  ,,  0 00 

Deaths  from  Cancer  ...  ...  ...  15  ...  P85 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

THE  AREA. 


The  area  its  mainly  agricultural  and  residential,  and  the  town 
itself,  on  account  of  its  historical  associations  and  picturesque 
position  on  the  banks  of  the  Nuclei,  is  a well-known  holiday  resort. 
Hence,  during  the  isummer  months,  caterling  forms  one  of  the 
principal  industries. 

There  are  also  a number  of  small  -industries  in  the  town 
comprising  Saw  -Mills,  Plastic  Goods  Factory,  a Manufactory  of 
Children’s  School  Clothing  and  Linen  Weaving  Mills. 

Population. 

The  Population  as  at  the  middle  of  194^  -is  estimated  by  the 
Registrar-General  at  8130  (340  less  than  last  year) . 

Births. 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  Knaresborough  during 
the  year  was  44,  18  males  and  26  females.,  but  the  corrected* 
figure  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  is  139,  71  males  and  68 
females.  The  birth  rate  is  17.1  per  1,000  of  the  population,  which 
is  0.4  above  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

There  were  11  illegitimate  births,  6 males  and  5 females,  rep- 
resenting 7.9  per  cent,  of  the  live  births. 

Still- Births. 

The  corrected*  still-birth  figure  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General  is  7,  4 males  and  3 females,  this  gives  a rate  of  47.9  per 
1,000  total  births  and  a stilFbirth  rate  of  0.86  per  1,000  of  the 
population  as  compared  with  a still-birth  rate  of  0.39  for  England 

and  Wales. 
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Deaths. 

I he  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  170,  63 
males  and  107  females,  but  the  corrected*  number  of  deaths  of 
residents  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  is  111,  53  males 
and  58  females.  \ he  crude  death  rate  is  13-7  per  1,000  but  when 
corrected  in  accordance  with  the  comparability  factor  the  rate  is 
reduced  to  12.5  which  -is  0.8  higher  than  the  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  (11.7). 

The  causes  of  death  are  shown  in  Table  1,  Page  7. 

infant  IVB ortaBity. 

During  the  year  5 resident  infants,  4 males  and  1 female  died 
before  reaching  their  first  birthday.  The  infant  mortality  rate  is  36 
per  1,000  live  births. 

Institutional  Deaths. 

Of  the  170  deaths  registered  in  the  district,  96  occurred  m 
public  institutions,  representing  56.5  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 

1.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

The  names  and  qualifications  of  these  are  set  out  on  page  3. 

2.  Health  Services. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Chemical. 

The  chemical  analysis  of  foodstuffs  and  water  is 
undertaken  by  Messrs.  Richardson  and  Jaffe,  Bradford. 

Bacteriological. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  clinical  material 
(throat  swabs,  etc.)  is  undertaken  either  at  the  Labora- 
tory of  the  Harrogate  General  Hospital  or  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  at  Wakefield-  The  latter  Laboratory 
also  undertakes  the  examination  of  milk  for  tubercle 
bacilli  and  the  routine  bacteriological  examinations  of 
milk,  ice  cream  and  water  samples. 

* The  Corrections  made  by  the  Registrar-General  adjust  the  number  for 
onward  and  outward  transfers. 
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Table  I 


Causes  of  Death  in  Knaresborough  Urban  District,  1949 


Causes  of  Death. 

1949 

Male 

Female 

(.Civilians  only) . All  Causes 

53 

58 

1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

2 

Cerebro-ISpinal  Fever 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

Whooping-  Cough 

5 

Diphtheria 

6 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

1 

7 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

T 

8 

Syphilitic  Disease 

9 

Influenza 

10 

Measles 

11 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

12 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

13m 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and 
Oesophagus  (Males  Only) 

1 3f 

Cancer  of  Uterus  (females  only)  ... 



2 

14 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

2 

15 

Cancer  of  Breast 

1 

16 

Cancer  of  other  sites  ... 

6 

A 

17 

Diabetes 

T 

18 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

8 

IO 

19 

Heart  Disease 

i5 

18 

20 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

v/ 

2 

21 

Bronchitis 

5 

2 

I 

22 

Pneumonia 

2 

23 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

U 

I 

24 

Ulceration  of  the  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

1 



25 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

_ 

26 

Appendicitis 

— 



27 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

2 

2 

28 

Nephritis 



A 

29 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  Sepsis  ... 



T 

30 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

31 

Premature  Birth 

1 

32 

Congenital  Malformations,  Birth 

Injury,  Infantile  Disease 

1 

33 

Suicide 

3 

2 

34 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

I 

35 

Other  Violent  Causes 

1 

36 

AH  other  Causes 

3 

6 

Total 

in 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

Ambulance  facilities  are  provided  by  the  West  Riding* 
County  Council.  An  Ambulance  Depot  is  situated  in  Harro- 
gate, and  the  service  provided  is  now  free  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Act. 

This  Ambulance  Service  also  covers  removal  of  infectious 
cases  to  hospital. 

(c)  Health  Visiting  and  School  Nursing. 

Health  Visiting  and  School  Nursing  has  been  carried  out 
in  the  District  by  1 part-time  Health  Visitor  and  1 part-time 
'School  Nurse. 

(d)  School  Medical  Service. 

With  the  exception  of  'a  general  School  Clinic  which  is 
held  twice  weekly  and  an  Ophthalmic  clinic  held  on  Friday 
mornings  at  Fysche  Hall,  Knaresborough,  the  special  clinics 
for  school  children  are  held  in  Harrogate.  Children  from 
Knaresborough,  when  attending  these  clinics  are  issued,  when 
necessary,  with  travel  vouchers. 

Special  clinics  are  held  as  follows: — 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 

Orthopaedic. 

Sunlight. 

Remedial  Exercises. 

Speech  Therapy. 

A new  departure  which  commenced  in  September  was  the 
setting  up  of  a clinic  for  cases  with  heart  abnormalities.  This 
clinic  is  staffed  by  Dr.  C.  W.  Curtis  Bain,  a heart  specialist, 
and  Dr.  L.  J.  Prosser,  a children's  physician.  When  necessary, 
cases  are  sent  to  hospital  for  X-Ray  examination  and  for 
special  investigation. 


8 


West  Riding  County  Council’s  School  Clinics  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clini 

Held  at  Fysche  Hall,  Isles  Lane,  Knaresborough 
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* Every  2nd  and  4th  THURSDAY  in  the  month 
f Every  2nd  and  4th  MONDAY  in  the  month 


Parents  and  the  Headmasters  of  school  children  are 
advised  if  any  special  restrictions  or  limitations  should  be 
imposed  in  particular  oases.  The  patient’s  own  doctor  is  also 
kept  fully  informed  of  the  result  of  these  investigations. 

From  the  date  of  opening  of  this  Clinic  in  September, 
1949,  6 cases  from  Knaresborough  have  attended. 

Special  Examinations. 

Special  examinations  are  made,  sometimes  at  the  clinic 
in  Knaresborough,  but  more  often  at  the  child’s  home  where 
it  is  found  that  a child  is  educationally  retarded.  In  severe 
cases,  where  necessary,  (such  children  are  reported  to  the 
Mental  Deficiency  Committee  of  the  West  Riding  County 
Council.  These  cases  are  placed  under  supervision  and  are 
visited  from  time  to  time  by  the  Mental  Health  Social  Visitor. 


Routine  School  Medical  Examinations. 

Children  attending  the  schools  in  Knaresborough  are 
periodically  medically  examined.  Arrangements  are  made  for 
the  treatment  of  any  defects  found  at  these  examinations, 
children  either  being  referred  to  their  own  doctor,  to  the 
hospital,  or  to  the  special  clinics  for  such  treatment. 

(e)  Home  Nursing  and  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Services. 

General. 

There  are  two  whole  time  Home  Nurses  resident  in 
Knaresborough  and  one  whole  time  Midwife,  the  number 
of  cases  which  these  nurses  attended  during  the  year 
were: — - 

Home  Nurses  ...  161 

Midwife  ...  ...  47 
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Infectious  Diseases. 


The  Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse  of  the  West 
Riding  County  (Council  in  certain  cases  visit  the  homes 
and  advise  as  to  precautions  to  be  taken  with  regard  to 
the  spread  of  infection  and  exclusion  from  attendance  at 
School,  but  dio  not  assist  with  the  actual  nursing  of  the 
case. 


(f)  Home  Help  Service. 

The  Home  Help  Service  showed  a marked  expansion 
during  the  year  and  has  been  much  appreciated  by  the  public. 

This  service  is  essentially  to  provide  help  in  the  home 
when  the  mother  is  confined  at  home,  or  to  provide  domestic 
help  and  general  help  in  the  running  of  the  home  if  the  mother 
is  unable  to  perform  her  domestic  duties  through  illness  or  if 
temporarily  admitted  to  hospital  for  treatment. 

(g)  Maternity  Services. 

Arrangements  for  the  admission  of  complicated  Maternity 
cases  to  hospital,  and  where  necessary,  admission  of  normal 
cases  to  Maternity  Homes  were  made  through  the  West  Riding 
County  Council 

Maternity  cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  either 
admitted  to  the  Harrogate  General  Hospital  Maternity  Wards 
or  to  Hazelwood  Castle,  part  of  which  was  adapted  during 
the  war  as  a Maternity  Home. 

(h)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

The  West  Riding  County  Council  maintain  an  Ante  Natal 
Clinic,  a Child  Welfare  Clinic  and  a School  Clinic  at  Fysche 
Hall,  Isles  Lane,  Knaresborough.  The  dates  and  times  these 
clinics  are  held  are  set  out  in  tabulated  form  on  page  9. 
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(i)  Hospitals. 

The  Harrogate  and  District  General  Hospital  provides 
most  of  the  medical  and  surgical  treatment  for  oases  requiring 
admission  to  Hospital ; 112  beds  are  also  reserved  for  the 
chronic  sick  at  the  Knaresborough  Institution,  both  of  which 
come  under  the  control  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 

The  Royiail  Bath  H'oispital  renders  specialised  treatment, 
including  Orthopaedic  treatment  for  cases  oif  Rheumatism. 

Small-pox. 

Arrangements  for  the  admission  oif  small-pox  oases  are 
undertaken  in  conjunction  with  the  Leeds  Regional  Hospital 
Board. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  are  set  out  in  Table  III  on  page 
14. 


1.  Scarlet  Fever. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
22  cases  being  notified  as  compared  with  8 notified  during  1948, 
all  the  cases  were  very  mild  in  character. 

2.  Diphtheria. 

For  the  third  year  in  succession  no  cases  of  diphtheria  occured 
in  the  district. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation  and  Vaccination. 

The  Health  Visitors  during  their  visits,  particularly  to  children 
under  one  year  of  age  stressed  the  need  for  Vaccination  and 
Diphtheria  Immunisation  and  it  is  felt  that  personal  persuasion  of 
this  character  is  the  best  form  of  propaganda. 

139  immunisations  were  carried  out  during  the  year  and  in 
addition  274  reinforcing  injections  were  given  to  cases  where  the 
degree  of  immunity  had  been  diminished  by  the  length  of  time 
since  their  initial  inoculation. 

58  vaccinations  and  15  re-vacainations  were  carried  out  during 
1949. 


3.  Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

1 case  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  was  notified  in  iSeptember  in  a 
school  girl  aged  10  years.  She  was  admitted  to  the  Infectious 
Disease  Hospital  at  Leeds,  which  is  a centre  for  the  treatment  of 
this  infection  and  later  was  transferred  to  Binderfields  Hospital  at 
Wakefield  for  Orthopaedic  treatment,  from  which  she  has  been 
subsequently  discharged. 

Although  there  is  some  disability  remaining  from  the  disease 
she  is  now  back  at  school  again. 

4.  Whooping  Cough. 

143  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified,  the  majority  of 
cases  occurring  during  the  three  months,  March,  April , May,  1949. 
There  were  no  fatal  cases. 

5.  Measles. 

56  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  10  in  1948. 

IS 


6.  Pneumonia. 


2 cases  of  acute  primary  pneumonia  and  1 case  of  influenzal 
pneumonia  were  notified.  There  were  no  fatal  cases  during  1949. 

7.  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

1 case  o'f  Puerperal  Pyrexia  was  notified  during  the  year. 

This  was  only  a transitory  illness.,  the  patient  made  a speedy 
recovery  and  she  and  the  baby  are  both  fit  and  well. 


Table  III 


Analysis  of  Cases  under  age  Groups 


Age 

Groups. 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Acute 

Polio- 

myelitis 

Pneu- 

monia 

Measles 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Whoop- 

ing- 

Cough 

O 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

9 

1-2 

I 

— 

— 

6 

— 

16 

2-3 

I 

— 

— 

4 

— 

21 

3-4 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

17 

4-5 

T 

— 

— 

3 

— 

19 

5-10 

17 

— 

I 

28 

— 

48 

10-15 

2 

I 

I 

5 

— 

9 

15-20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

2 

20-35 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

35-45 

— 

— 

I 

3 

I 

2 

45-65 

> — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

65  and 

over 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

22 

I 

3 

56 

I 

*43 
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8 Tuberculosis. 


Four  cases  of  pulmonary  and  three  cases  of  nonrpulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  notified,  compared  with  seven  cases  of  pulmonary 
and  siix  cases  of  non-pul monary  during-  1948. 


Table  IV. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1949. 


Age  Groups 
at 

Notification 

NEW  CASES. 

DEATHS. 

PULMONARY. 

NON- 

PULMONARY. 

PULMONARY. 

NON- 

PULMONARY. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under 

i year 

. . . 

. • . 

• • • 

... 

* • • 

• • . 

• • • 

1-5  years 

— 

« . • 

. . . 

. . . 

• . • 

5 15  „ 

I 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

• . . 

• • • 

15-25 

I 

. . . 

. . . 

. • . 

• . . 

25-35  „ 

I 

I 

. . . 

• . ■ 

I 

• • • 

35-45  .. 

• • • 

I 

I 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

45-55  •> 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

I 

. . • 

• • • 

I 

55-65  .. 

... 

• • • 

, • • 

... 

... 

65  and 

upwards 

I 

• • 

TOTALS 

2 

2 

I 

2 

I 

I 

. . . 

I 

15 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  the  year  1949 


To  the  Cbaiirman  and  Members  of  the  Knaresborough 

Urban  District  Council. 


Mir.  Chairman,  Ladiies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  on 
the  Sanitary  and  Cleansing  Services  for  1949. 

The  year  brought  u,s  new  milk  and  housing  legislation 
together  with  the  issue  lotf  the  Model  Series  of  Byelaws  for 
improving  the  handling  of  food.  A new  Pests  Destruction  Act 
was  also  placed  on  the  Statute  Book.  While  the  new  milk  law 
removed  powers  from  local  authorities,  the  other  new  Acts 
and  Byelaws  gave  District  Councils  added  powers. 

I wish  to  tender  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Health  and  Housing  Committees  for  their  support  and 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  his  co-operation  and  help. 

I am,  Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  JENNINGS, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


Health  Department, 

Knaresib  enough. 

March,  1950. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water. 

Wlater  is  supplied  and  distributed  by  Harrogate  Corporation 
and  has  been  excellent  in  quality  and  quantity  throughout  the 
year,  the  only  complaints  being  at  times  when  the  mains  have  been 
flushed. 


The  following  extensions  were  carried  out  in  1949  : — 

Abbey  Road  ...  388  yards — 4 in.  spun  iron  pipe 

Tentergate  Road  ...  72  yards — 4 in.  spun  iron  pipe 

Aspin  Avenue  ...  92  yards — -4  in.  spun  iron  pipe 

Approximately  20  of  the  older  houses  in  the  town  are  without 
internal  water  supplies  but  only  4 are  not  on  the  public  supply- 

The  2 cottages  and  farm  at  Haugh’s  Farm  were  connected  to 
the  Public  supply  during  the  year  and  the  unsatisfactory  well 
supply  abolished. 

The  following  is  a list  of  water  samples  taken  during  the 
year : — 


Date 

Place  of 
Examination 

Type  of 
Examina- 
tion 

Result 

Remarks 

T Public  Supply: 

25/5/49  1 Council  Offices 

, Bacterio- 

Satisfactory 

19/7/49 

Tentergate  Rd. 

logical 

do. 

do. 

14/12/49 

Council  Offices 

i 

do. 

Taken  by 

Water  Dept. 

do. 
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2.  Other  Supplies: 


25/5/49 

Abbey  Farm 

Bacterio- 

logical 

Unsatisfactory 

Supply 
not  used 

12 /7/49 

Sweetbits  Farm 

do. 

(Satisfactory 

Farm 

Supply 

7/12/49 

Riverside  Farm 
(Spring  supply) 

do. 

Unsatisfactory 

> up  ply 

use 

14/12/49 

do. 

do. 

do. 

y o 
c 

14/12/49 

do. 

do. 

do. 

)s  ° 

7/12/49 

Riverside  Farm 
(Rain  Butt 

supply) 

do. 

Satisfactory 

In 

tj  a 
) cn  cy 

14/12/49 

do. 

do. 

30  coll  per 

100  m.l. 

3 faecal  coli 

(birds) 

I o 

3 un 

in 

i 

Public  Cleansing* 

A.  Collection. 

The  weekly  collection  throughout  the  Urban  District  of  house 
and  Trade  Refuse  was  maintained  during-  the  year  and  it  is  estimated 
that  approximately  2,100  tons  of  refuse  was  collected.  A twice- 
weekly  collection  from  hotels  and  cafes  was  offered,  on  payment. 
Where  required.  Again,  complaints  received  were  negligible.  The 
general  conditions  of  refuse  receptacles  in  the  area  is  good  and 
the  Council  adopted  the  B.S.S.  bin  for  use  on  its  own  estates  during 
the  year.  They  also  resolved  to  sell  this  type  of  bin  to  owners  or 
occupiers  on  whom  notices  regarding  defective  dustbins  had 
been  served. 

The  two  Collection  vehicles  required  considerable  repairs 
and  painting  during  the  year  and  as  one  vehicle  is  now  nearly  12 
years  old,  the  purchase  of  a new  vehicle  should  be  considered. 
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103  informal  and  3 legal  notices  were  served  under  Section 
75,  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  in  respect  of  insufficient  or  defective 
refuse  accommodation  and  101  new  receptacles  were  provided  as 
a result  of  notices  from  the  Department. 

B.  Disposal. 

Manse  Lane  Tip  is  still  used  for  disposal  of  refuse  and  it  is  now 
estimated  it  will  be  the  last  quarter  of  1950  before  (it  is  completely 
filled.  One  portion  (approximately  1 acre)  was  sown  down  during 
the  year  and  improved  the  appearance  of  The  tip.  The  Council 
purchased  the  tip  field  in  1949  for  ,£326  thus  being  relieved  of  the 
obligation  to  cover  the  final  layer  of  tipped  refuse  with  a foot  of 
soil. 

The  Lease  loir  the  new  tip  in  Wetherby  Road  has  been 
completed,  but  a good  deal  of  fencing  is  required  before  tipping 
begins. 

The  old  tanks  on  Waterside,  which  have  been  an  eyesore  for 
many  years  were  filled  by  controlled  tipping  during  the  earl\ 
months  of  the  year. 

C.  Salvage. 

Having  a new  baler  and  with  both  textiles  and  paper  increas- 
ing in  quantity,  the  Department  started  1949-50  with  hopes  of 
another  record  year  but  the  new  financial  year  was  not  very  old 
when  the  demand  for  waste  paper  and  textiles  practically  cealsed. 
Paper  began  to  accumulate  in  salvage  depots  throughout  the 
Country  and  when  we  had  20  tons  in  stock  the  Council,  in  common 
with  many  others,  decided  to  abandon  salvage — at  least  for  the 
time  being.  Eventually  stocks  were  cleared  at  reduced  prices  and 
the  year  ended  with  a small  profit. 

Complete  figures  for  the  salvage  effort  were  given  in  last 
year’s  Report  and  the  figures  for  1949-50  are  : — 


Paper 

Textiles 

Scrap  Metal  . . . 
Bottles  and  Jars 


Items. 


1949  (tons) 
. 49.2 

2.3 

3.3 
.2 


1949-50  (financial  year)  — ( 
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Cost  £182.  Receipts  £248. 


D.  The  cost  of  the  Public  Cleansing  Service  during  the  year 
ended  31st  March,  1950,  was: — 

Refuse  Collection  ...  £2049  6 9 

Refuse  Disposal  ...  706  13  1 


2755  19  10 

Revenue  ...  ...  164  7 10 

'Salvage  Profit  ...  ...  65  13  9 

230  1 7 


Nett  Cost  of  Service  ...  ...  ^2525  18  3 

The  above  nett  cost  'includes  ;£326  3s.  6d.,  the  purchase  price 
of  Manse  Lane  tip  field. 

The  number  oif  bins  is  estimated  to  be  2682  and  the  cost  of 
emptying  each  bin  weekly  and  disposing  of  its  contents  is, 
therefore,  approximately  3Jd. 

Sewers  and  Drains. 


Those  portions  of  the  district  mentioned  in  previous  years 
(parts  oif  York,  Wether  by  and  Ripley  Roads,  and  part  of  'Crag 
Top)  still  remain  unsewered.  Although  sewering  of  Wetherby 
Road  was  included  in  the  Estimates  for  1949-50,  it  has  not  been 
dealt  with  in  1949. 

Whereas  not  many  houses  are  involved,  both  York  Road  and 
Wetherby  Road  are  within  a few  hundred  yards  of  the  Sewage 
Works  and  Crag  Top  and  houses  off- York  Road  are  only  a similar 
distance  from  existing  lor  proposed  sewers. 

It  iis  recommended  that  the  Council  consider  the  sewering  of 
these  areas  at  (an  early  date — especially  those  areas  where  there 
are  camping  sites. 

With  regard  to  iMossop’s  Estate  area  (’Ripley  Road)  it  is 
understood  that  in  1949  work  on  the  new  Sewage  Works  and  Trunk 
Sewer  was  commenced  by  Nidderdale  R.D.C  and  that  it  will 
probably  be  a further  12  or  18  months  before  our  area  is  connected 
to  the  sewer. 
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The  most  unsatisfactory  ditch  iin  Back  King's  Road  was  re- 
placed during-  the  year  by  approximately  60  yards  of  27  in.  concrete 
culvert  and  covered  over,  thus  being-  the  first  step  for  the  more 
adequate  disposal  olf  surface  water  from  adjacent  localities. 

Public  Conveniences. 

This  is  one  oif  the  most  pressing  Public  Health  problems  in  the 
District  and  has  received  the  Council’s  attention  several  times 
during  the  year.  A deputation  visited  the  Ministry  of  Health 
regarding  underground  conveniences  in  the  Market  Place.  The 
Ministry’s  unfavourable  attitude  to  underground  conveniences,  on 
economic  and  other  grounds,  resulted  in  a fresh  search  of  other 
suitable  sites  without  success. 

Has  not  the  time  now  come  when,  if  facilities  cannot  be  made 
available  by  agreement,  the  Council  must  make  use  of  those  powers 
that  are  given  them  and  an  attempt  made  to  secure  land  for  con- 
veniences by  other  means  ? 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  decided  to  erect  con- 
veniences at  Conyngham  Hall  entrance. 

Another  area  not  provided  with  any  Public  Convenience  is 
Caicutt-Low  Bridge  Area.  The  provision  of  a small  convenience 
near  Low  Bridge  is  suggested.  The  abolition  of  external  con- 
veniences at  Licensed  houses  often  plays  a considerable  part  in  the 
need  for  more  public  conveniences. 

Moat  Gardens,  much  patronised  by  children  and  old  people  is 
another  point  where  a small  convenience  would  be  a great  amenity 
in  Summer. 


Factories. 

The  factories,  which  are  all  comparatively  small  ones,  engaged 
in  light  industry,  have  been  inspected  regularly  and  a number  of 
contraventions  found,  whilst  two  complaints  were  received  from 
H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories.  The  defects  were  remedied  by 
informal  action. 

There  are  49  factories  on  the  Register  consisting  of  10 
factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 of  the  Factories  Act 
are  enforced  by  the  l ocal  Authority,  36  factories  where  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority.  There  are  three  building 
operations  in  progress  where  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Council. 
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The  following-  is  a table  of  defects  found  during-  the  year  and  action  tak 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Total  number  of  inspections  and  visits  made  ...  ...  ...  1519 

Number  of  contraventions  found  ...  ...  ...  288 

Number  of  nuisances  in  'hand  iat  31/12/48  ...  ...  ...  32 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  and  contraventions  remedied 

during-  1949  288 

Number  outstanding  at  31/12/49  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Number  of  informal  letter  notices  served  (including  tSec.  75 

P.H.A.,  1936)  202 

Number  of  informal  verbal  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Formal  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Formal  notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 


Details  of  Inspections- 


Obstructed  drains  and  sewers  ...  

34 

Drainage  inspections 

60 

Drains  tested:—  Smoke  test 

3 

Water  test 

14 

Colour  test  

13 

General  nuisances  and  sanitary  defects 

81 

Keeping  of  animals 

24 

Verminous  and  dirty  houses 

22 

Offensive  trade — rag  and  bone  dealer... 

2 

Watercourses,  ditches  and  ponds 

10 

Rivers  and  Streams  re  pollution 

7 

Smoke  observations 

. . . 

10 

Visits  re  smoke  nuisance 

3 

Infectious  diseases  enquiries 

29 

Disinfections 

14 

Disinfestations 

10 

Water  Supply 

11 

Water  samples — Bacteriological 

• • • 

9 

Moveable  dwellings 

• • * 

40 
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Public  Cleansing  Service — 

Refuse  collection 

Refuse  disposal 

Salvage 

Cesspool  drainage 
Re-inspections,  Public  Health  Act 
Hotels  and  Licensed  Premises 
Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act 

Factories  Act — 

Part  I 

Means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire 
Shopls  Act 

Housing  Acts — 

Survey 

Inspections  Sec.  11 
Inspections — Sec.  12 
Re-inspections  and  miscellaneous 
Overcrowding 

F ried  Fiish  Shops 

Butchers  Shops 

Bakehouses 

Grocers  Shops 

Greengrocers,  Fishmongers 

Hotel,  Cafe  and  Canteen  Kitchens 

Prepared  Food  Shops 

Food  preparing  premises 

Ice  Cream  Premises 


visits 


• • • 


• • • 


Cowsheds 


• • • 


• » • 


• • • 


• • t 


• • • 


• • • 


Dairies  ...  • • • . . . «•» 

Unsound  Food 

Miscellaneous  food  visits 

Bacteriological  Examinations  of  Milk 

Tuberculosis  Examinations  of  Milk 

Ice  Cream  Samples — Bacteriological  Examination 

Knackers  Yard 

Slaughterhouses 

Meetings  and  Interviews 

Market  Inspections 
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Smoke  Abatement. 


During-  1948  ten  timed  observations  were  taken  of  industrial 
chimneys  in  the  district.  In  three  cases  smoke  was  emitted  in  such 
quantity  as  to  constitute  nuisances,  and  the  occupiers  were  notified 
and  plants  visited. 

It  is,  of  course,  well  known  that  domestic  smoke  on  account 
of  its  tarry  constituents,  is  of  greater  danger  than  factory  smoke 
and  while,  in  this  compact  district  there  is  no  serious  industrial 
smoke  problem,  the  domestic  problem  is  no  less  important  than  in 
other  areas. 

The  Council  has  decided  that  the  principal  fire  in  new  houses 
shall  be  approved  appliances;  it  is  desirable  that  where  control 
is  possible,  renewals  to  existing  fireplaces  should  be  only  of 
approved  types  also. 

Premises  and  Occupations  Controlled  by  Byelaws  and  Regulations, 
IVioveabie  Dwellings: 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  five  licensed  sites  for  move- 
able  dwellings.  The  one  licensed  dwelling  at  Haugh’s  farm  was 
removed  during  1949. 

40  visits  were  made  to  ;sites  and  dwellings  during  the  year 
and  efforts  were  made  to  raise  the  standard  of  the  slites.  Stress 
was  particularly  laid  on  a single  suitable  colour  scheme  for  sites 
and  a green  colour  was  asked  for  with  a result  that  the  general 
appearance  of  most  of  the  sites  was  somewhat  improved.  The 
Council  decided  to  insist  that  only  purpose  made  trailer  or  other 
caravans  and  tents  be  permitted  on  sifes  in  the  future  and  it  is  now 
hoped  that  the  days  of  bus  bodies,  old  huts  and  similar  contraptions 
is  passing. 

NJine  dwellings  were  in  use  permanently  and  in  some  cases 
the  dwellings  were  so  overcrowded  or  unfit  as  to  create  nuisances 
under  Section  268,  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  The  Council  had  these 
under  consideration,  as  the  result  of  a report,  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

The  occupation  of  temporary  accommodation  is,  of  course, 
tied  up  with  the  general  housing  shortage. 
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Offensive  Trades: 

There  is  only  one  offensive  trade  on  the  Register.  The  licence 
in  respect  of  this — a Rag  and  Bone  Dealer — was  renewed  in  April 
for  a further  vear. 

Shops 

Twenty-two  inspections  of  shops  were  made  under  the 
provisions  of  Section  10  of  the  1934  Act.  Many  more  inspections 
were  made  in  actual  fact,  but  were  not  separately  recorded,  as  the 
major  reason  for  inspection  was  under  other  law. 

In  four  cases  contraventions  were  found,  and  three  of  these 
were  remedied  during  the  year. 

Swimming  Baths  or  Pools. 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  or  pools  in  the  Area. 

Infestation  and  Disinfestation. 

Ten  houses  were  disinfested  during  the  year — 1 for  fleas,  8 
for  cockroaches  and  1 for  other  Insects.  The  8 houses  treated  for 
cockroaches  were  all  Council  Houses.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  no  bed  bujg  infestations  were  reported  or  found  during  the 
year  and  it  would  appear  that  the  district  iis  very  nearly  free  from 
this  pest. 

The  new  insecticides  now  available  make  treatments  com- 
paratively simple  compared  with  pre-war  practice  and  results 
obtained  are  more  satisfactory 

Rodent  Treatment: 

129  visits  were  paid  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  connection 
with  rodent  infestation,  and  24  minor  and  1 major  rat  infestations 
together  with  3 mice  infestations  were  treated  by  the  Department 
during  the  year.  Advice  was  given  in  several  other  cases. 

The  maintenance  treatments  of  the  Sewers  in  the  centre  of  the 
Town  were  carried  out  in  January,  July  and  October,  and  10  per 
cent,  test  baits  were  carried  out  of  the  sewers  on  the  outskirts  at 
the  Same  time,  treatments  being  applied  in  any  cases  where  takes 

were  observed. 
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The  October  treatment  revealed  that  the  lower  portion  of  the 
High  'Street  Sewer  was  for  the  first  time  comparatively  free  from 
infestation,  this  being  a most  welcome  sign,  as  the  High  Street 
Sewer,  with  its  lack  of  suitable  baiting  points,  has  always  been 
considered  the  root  of  the  sewer  infestation  in  the  town  centre. 

Poultry  and  pig  keeping  were  the  cause  of  several  reported 
infestations  and  are  believed  to  be  one  of  the  main  causes  of  rodent 
infestations  in  our  town.  The  byelaws  regarding  animal  keeping 
have  been  relaxed  in  an  effort  to  increase  food  production  without 
binding  byelaw  necessities,  but  when  bacon  and  eggs  are  again 
plentiful  it  is  hoped  the  Council  will  adopt  a stronger  action  to 
eradicate  many  of  the  unsatisfactory  pig  styes  and  poultry  runs 
that  have  sprung  up  during  the  war.  One  would  not  wish  to 
restrict  unduly  domestic  poultry  and  pig  keeping  but  the  part 
played  by  unsatisfactory  premises  and  methods,  together  with  the 
often  unsatisfactory  retention  of  swill  at  collection  points,  on  rodent 
and  fly-breeding  and  amenities  are  points  of  importance. 


HOUSING. 

Housing  constitutes  the  moist  urgent  problem  before  the 
Authority.  At  the  end  of  1949  there  were  322  applicants  on  the 
Council’s  Housing  Waiting  List  consisting  of: — 

131  without  houses 
83  with  houses 

70  living  out  of  Knaresborough 
38  applicants  for  bungalows  and  flats. 

Two  reports  on  housing  in  general  were  made  during  the 
year.  The  first  one,  in  February,  was  the  result  of  a further  survey 
of  houses  suitable  for  Sec.  11  and  25  procedure  and  the  confiden- 
tial appendix  gave  a suggested  sequence  for  the  treatment  of  these 
houses  when  the  time  is  ripe.  The  suggestion  the  report  contained 
for  allotting  a definite  fixed  proportion  of  all  new  houses  for  re- 
housing tenants  in  insanitary  houses  was  not  accepted,  though, 
of  course,  the  Council  are  now  allocating  a certain  number  of 
houses  to  tenants  of  unfit  and  overcrowded  houses. 


28 


The  second  report  in  October,  1949,  brought  to  the  Council’s 
notice  particularly  the  conditions  under  which  many  occupiers  of 
houses  were  living-  and  pointed  out  thiat  of  approximately  230 
tenants  of  unfit  houses  suitable  for  demolition  procedure  only  31 
had  current  applications  for  Council  houses,  leaving-  approximately 
an  additional  200  houses  from  which  the  Council  may  have  to  re- 
house the  tenants  when  slum  clearance  is  re-commenced.  As  a 
result  of  this  report  an  application  was  made  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  for  an  allocation  of  houses  to  re-commence  slum  clearance 
but  the  application  was  unsuccessful. 


Only  little  progress  was  made  therefore  in  this  field  during 
the  vear,  as  follows  : — 


80a,  High  Street  ...  

7,  Castlegate 

4 dwellings  Bar  Lane  ... 

3 dwellings  Cross  Keys  Yard  ... 
la,  New  Row  ...  


Closed— Sec.  12,  H.A.,  1936. 

Undertakings  accepted  to 
render  fit  and  close  attic — Sec. 
12,  H. A.  1936. 

Partially  demolished. 

Partially  demolished. 

Demolition  Order  — Sec  11, 
Housing  Act,  1936  — not  yet 
made  operative. 


New  Houses. 

On  Meadowside  Estate  a further  54  houses  were  completed 
and  12  were  built  by  private  enterprise. 

The  Council  now  own  386  houses  of  which  4 have  5 bedrooms ; 
19 — 4 bedrooms  ; 302 — 3 bedrooms  ; 33 — 2 bedrooms  ; 12  bungalows 
and  16  flats.  With  some  large  families  awaiting  re-housing,  is  the 
proportion  of  four-bedroomed  houses  adequate  ? The  pros  and 
cons  of  2 bedroom  type  houses  are  another  cause  of  controversy 
but  it  is  submitted  that  for  young  couples  with  a family  they  tend 
to  restrict  normal  family  life,  and  possibly  in  the  future,  if  the 
bedroom  standard  of  overcrowding  becomes  law,  may  have  to  be 
restricted  for  older  persons. 
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INSPECTION  AMD  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD- 


Milk. 

There  were  12  producers  of  milk  in  Knaresborough  on  1st 
October  when  this  Authority  ceased  to  have  control  over  milk 
production.  Of  these,  4 were  producing  “Tuberculin  Tested”  milk- 
All  the  dairy  farms  were  in  comparatively  good  condition  and  it  is 
a great  pity  that  Local  Authorities  who  have  carried  out  their 
duties  conscientiously,  in  spite  of  inadequate  law,  should  now  lose 
them. 

The  following  are  results  of  samples  of  milk  taken  during  the 
year.  Ten  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  of  “T.T.”  milk  were  from 
one  producer  and  were  mostly  check  samples  taken  during  produc- 
tion to  find  the  fault  which  was,  in  point  of  fact,  due  to  defective 
mechanical  milking  equipment  and  was  rectified. 


Type  of  Milk 

SAMPLES  TAKEN  BY 

Department 

W.R.C.C. 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

! Unsatis- 
factory 

Pasteurised 

I* 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested 
Pasteurised 

— 

— 

- — 

Tuberculin  Tested 

14 

9 

3 

4 

Ordinary 

1 2 

9 

— 

— 

Total 

29 

18 

3 

4 

* Also  Group  1 when  submitted  to  phosphatase  Test. 
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Five  samples  oif  milk  were  submitted  for  biological  examination 
and  4 were  found  to  be  negative.  One  sample  was  discovered  to 
be  tuberculous  and  after  investigation  by  the  Ministry  of  Agricul- 
ture and  Fisheries  an  affected  animal  was  slaughtered. 

There  are  22  distributors  of  milk  on  the  Register,  7 of  whom 
hold  “T.T.”  Dealers  Licenses,  and  6 “Pasteurised”  Dealers  Licenses 
two  “ Supplementary”  “ T.T.,”  and  two  “ Supplementary 
“ Pasteurised  ” Licences. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  together  with  Regula- 
tions dealing  with  designated  milk,  came  into  force  on  the  1st 
October,  1949. 

The  former  somewhat  improve  the  law  on  milk  distribution 
and  details  were  sent  to  all  distributors.  The  requirements  of  the 
Regulations  had  not  been  fully  complied  with  before  the  end  of 
the  year  but  compliance  with  some  of  the  requirements  must  of 
necessity  take  some  time  especially  as  the  Regulations  came  into 
force  very  soon  after  publication. 

Compliance  with  the  ultimate  object  of  the  new  law  will  not 
create  a major  problem  in  this  Authority  as  about  75  per  cent, 
of  the  milk  is  designated  and  85  per  cent,  bottled. 

The  public  themselves  can  do  much  to  make  both  these  figures 
100  per  cent.  The  person  who  accepts  undesignated  milk  from  a 
hand  churn  is,  it  Is  submitted,  as  much  out  of  date  with  modern 
practice  as  the  distributor  who  supplies  it. 

Meat. 

Slaughterhouses  in  the  District  are  kept  closed  by  Ministry 
of  Food  order  and  slaughtering  for  the  District  is  carried  out  in 
Harrogate. 

Regular  inspections  of  Butchers’  shops  were  made,  where 
conditions  found  were  generally  satisfactory. 

Ten  premises  are  registered  with  the  Local  Authority  under 
Section  14,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  to  prepare  or  manufacture 
sausages,  or  potted,  pressed,  preserved,  or  pickled  food. 
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Ice  Cream. 


The  conditions  of  the  preparation  and  sale  of  this  product 
were  closely  watched  during  the  year. 

25  premises  are  registered  under  Section  14,  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938. 

4 premises  are  registered  to  manufacture  and  sell  Ice  Cream. 

5 premises  are  registered  to  manufacture  by  the  Cold  Mix 
method  and  sell  Ice  Cream. 

16  premises  are  registered  to  sell  Ice  Cream,  2 being  for 
prepacked  type  only. 

97  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  during  the  year  for  bac- 
teriological examination  with  the  following  results  : — 


Grade 

i 

Grade 

2 

Grade 

3 

Grade 

4 

Total 

Produced  in 

Hot 

Knaresborough 

Mix 

37 

13 

3 

9 

62 

Cold 

Mix 

8 

4 

— 

2 

14 

Produced 

Total 

45 

17 

3 

1 1 

76 

Elsewhere 

Total 

6 

6 

4 

5 

21 

Total  Samples 

5i 

23 

7 

16 

97 

2 “Lollipop”  samples  were  satisfactory. 

7 unsatisfactory  Knaresborough  produced  samples  were  from 
one  “Hot  mix’’  manufacturer  who  had  trouble  with  one  new  cooler 
after  another.  2 unsatisfactory  samples  were  from  a “ Cold  mix’’ 
manufacturer  adding  raw  milk  to  the  product  in  contravention  of 
the  Heat  Treatment  Regulations.  Both  these  cases  were  remedied. 
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The  condition  of  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream  in  Knares- 
borougih  is,  on  the  whole,  very  satisfactory. 

The  following  is  a comparisioin  of  Knaresborough  Produced 
Samples  with  Ice  Cream  sampled  at  4 laboratories  throughout  the 
Country  during  the  year: — 


Grade  (by  percentage) 


i 

2 

3 

4 

K’boro 

Survey 

K’boro 

Survey 

K’boro 

Survey 

K’boro 

Survey 

Hot  Mix 

59-9 

37- 1 

20.9 

21. 1 

4.8 

0-3 

H-4 

22.4 

Cold  Mix 

57-1 

29-5 

28.5 

30.8 

— 

20.5 

H-4 

19.2 

Other  Foods. 

Routine  inspections  are  regularly  carried  out  at  all  food 
premises  such  as  bakehouses,  cafe  and  hotel  kitchens  and  food  shops 
and  details  of  visits  to  particular  types  are  shown  under  “ Details 
of  Inspections.” 

Conditions  found  varied  wdthin  very  wide  limits  from  good 
premises  with  clean  handling  to  poor  premises  with  uncleanly 
handling,  there  being  the  poor  premises  with  clean  handling  and 
good  premises  with  uncleanly  handling  also  in  most  trades.  There 
is  no  doubt  a long  way  to  go,  throughout  the  land,  before  we  reach 
a really  satisfactory  type  of  food  premise  universally.  In  old  towns 
like  Knaresborough  the  solution  is  more  difficult  as  many  food 
businesses  have  been  established  in  the  past  in  premises  which 
can  never  be  really  ideal.  Registration  of  all  food  premises  with 
a strong  direction  from  the  appropriate  Ministry  to’  all  Local 
Authorities  to  eradicate  unsatisfactory  ones,,  accompanied  by  a 
strengthening  of  the  law  is,  perhaps,  the  answer.  Healthy  com- 
petition, with  the  end  of  rationing,  can  do  much,  but  in  the  past 
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efforts  seem  to  have  been  generally  expended  on  the  public  portions 
of  premises.  The  modern  tendency  in  snack  bars  and  multiple 
stores  to  bring  food  preparation  into  public  view  is  desirable, 
though,  of  course,  its  possibilities  are  restricted — but  not  so  much 
as  one  would  at  first  imagine.  In  many  cases  glass  dOors  or 
partitions  between  shop  or  cafe  and  preparing  or  store  room  would 
be  a simple  alteration  but  how  often  has  one  seen  it  in  practice  in 
the  past?  How  many  tiled  shops  have  had  similarly  tiled  preparing 
rooms  ? Many  Trades  Associations  are,  it  is  felt,  genuinely  trying 
to  ensure  their  respective  trades  reach  a generally  satisfactory 
standard  (and  in  this  connection  the  ice  cream  trade  representing 
the  larger  manufacturers  has  been  exceptionally  co-operative)  with 
a result  that  considerable  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year 
not  only  in  Knaresborough  but  throughout  the  Country. 

The  sooner  the  public  refuses  to  purchase  or  consume  easily 
contaminated  types  of  food  which  have  not  been  properly  protected 
from  dust,  (heat,  rain,  animals,  rodents,  flies  and  contamination  by 
other  persons,  the  simpler  will  be  the  Public  Health  officials’  work  in 
this  sphere  and  the  lower  the  incidence  of  food-borne  disease. 


Food  Condemned  and  Surrendered,  1949 


lbs.  oz. 


Fish — fresh 
Fish — tinned 
Pickles 
Rice 

Soup — tinned 

Sausage 

Fruit  Juice 

Sweet  Fat 

Miilk — tinned 

Biscuits 

Meat — fresh 

Meat — tinned 

Sausage  Rusk 

V egetables — tinned 

Fruit — tinned 

Baked  Beans — tinned 

Butter 

Jam 

Eggs  

Pudding  Mixtures 
Sandwich  Spread 


27  0 

9 11 
48  0 

56  0 

4 0 
18  0 

3 t5 
88  0 

5 12 
2 0 

32  0 

16  6 
112  0 
15  5 

27  12 
1 0 
112  12 
2 0 
46  0 

10  8 

4 5 


T otal : — 5 cwts.  2 qrs.  25  lb.  7oz. 
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